


St. James’s Street Walkabout

The morning of Saturday 28th February 2009
saw a group of WFCS members and friends
meet outside St. James’s Street station for a
walkabout on the theme of Past and Future, led
by Adrian Stannard. Adrian started by remind-
ing us of how the history of the development of
the area was based on the railways and the role
of Warner housing.

We stopped to admire the griffins high up on the
High Street conservation area and then turned
to try to imagine the EIms, a great house on

the corner of St. James’s Street and Coppermill
Lane, demolished as recently as 1968.

We then turned our faces to St. James’s Street
Library, closed by Waltham Forest Council in
the face of protests on 1st April 2007. The site
is now intended to be a centre for drug users,
notwithstanding that there are already other
centres in the locality.

Leaving the depressing story of the Library be-
hind us we entered Leucha Road, admiring the
elegant sweeping curve of the Warner houses.
The colour scheme for the houses was cream
and green but the houses were bought by the
council and, when the right to buy was intro-
duced, many of the new owners abandoned the
original colours. The walkabout was enhanced
by having a couple of the local residents join
the group to offer their perspective of living

in Leucha Road. They pointed to some of the
anomalies of the conservation area, for example
double glazing and taking out hedges was not
allowed but satellite dishes are in full view.

Then on to view the exterior of the Outset Cen-
tre, at the rear of Leucha Road, which received
a design award in 2003. The Centre was
intended for young people, with funds from the
Stratford Development Partnership.

We rejoined St. James’s Street/Markhouse
Road, passing Alfred English & Sons, who can
provide horse drawn funerals.

Next door is the former Essex Brewery Tap
public house, once a brewery taking water from
two artesian wells. Currently being developed
into flats, it is being extended and an extra
storey is being added on. We thought that the
architects have managed quite well to compro-
mise between maximising the accommodation
and retaining the aesthetics.

The Prince’s Trust had been called in for
consultation on the development of the whole
High Street area, a vast area of land. What
had been envisaged as the main thrust of any
new development was to retain it for re-

tail. There had been a suggestion to extend
Selborne Walk in order to encourage large
stores, such as John Lewis, to establish them-
selves but, with Stratford City opening in
2010, Walthamstow had lost out.

In the course of walking through to the High
Street we had a look at the extensions that
had been built to the back of the flats on St.
James’s Street without planning permission.
We appreciated the dilemma. The unauthor-
ised building presented itself as a good job
well done and was providing much needed ac-
commodation but was this setting a precedent
inasmuch as developers could stick up two
fingers in the knowledge that once faced with
a de facto development the council would not
have the guts to order it to be knocked down?
Leaving the High Street we discovered the
hidden gem of the Clock House in Mission
Grove, grade 2 listed, built 1813 and acquired
by Courtney Warner for the family home. We
moved on to pass the Buxton Hall on Buxton
Road, a large building that had been used for
Mecca bingo but any development at present
is engulfed in a tax dispute.

With thoughts of lunch becoming foremost

in most minds it was back to High Street. We
emerged near to the Chequers, which had been
a meeting place for the gentlemen of the Ves-
try in the 18th century. Thanks to the
Chequers for a very welcome lunch but even
more thanks to Adrian for such a well re-
searched and interesting walk.

Bill Measure

Contributions Please

Please send any feedback, comments, and
contributions to
madeleine.munday@gmail.com , or phone
0208 521 5789. Deadline for the next
newsletter is the end of July.




